Baltimore County responses to the many inquiries and needed clarifications LBRN Pedestrian and Bicycle Access plan from: 
Chief, Strategic Planning

Baltimore County Office of Planning

 

1. Baltimore County has never developed a trail system on private property through the eminent domain process.  All Baltimore County trails have been developed on County-owned parkland.  The County is considering a side path trail in the Perry Hall area that would be built on County road right-of-way.  This side path has the support of the Perry Hall, Overlea, and Linover communities.
2. The trail system constructed by Baltimore County in the Hawthorne community was done at the request of the community.  There are two paved trails, both of which are located completely within the existing Hawthorne and Dark Head Creek Parks.  Bike route signs are used to direct bicyclists through the community.  A few new sidewalks were constructed to enable pedestrians to walk between the parks, and to access Kingston Park.  These sidewalks were constructed totally within existing County road rights-of-way.  

3. The Eastern Baltimore County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan proposes the Route 40 corridor as a connection for the East Coast Greenway through Baltimore County.  The Maryland East Coast Greenway Committee favors a different route that uses the state North Central Trail in Baltimore County and the Jones Falls Trail in Baltimore City.  Both of these trails are currently signed as part of the ECG system.  The ultimate greenway route has not been determined.  However, Back River Neck Road is not proposed to be part of the system. 

4. I am attaching a map depicting a 2008 aerial photo with property lines.  The property lines are not totally accurate, but are generally reliable.  At the location where I am showing the inset, the right-of-way is approximately 24 feet wide, and the paved area between the shoulder strip is about 20 feet wide.
5. Funding for bicycle improvements has not been requested, and is not in the County's Capital Improvement Program, for any roads in the LBRN area.  The Eastern County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan is a long-range plan, and will take at least 20 years to fully implement, and probably much longer.  The Priority One projects will be implemented first, unless there is a reason to change a project's priority.  A reason to change a priority would be that the community requested it, or to take advantage of an opportunity to combine projects.  In any event, community support will be solicited before any bicycle improvements are constructed. 

6. The Eastern County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan identifies two roads for future bicycle improvements:  Back River Neck Road and Holly Neck Road.  For both of these roads, the right-of-way is not large enough to accommodate the existing vehicular travel ways as well as a shoulder wide enough to safely use for bikes.  That is why the recommended improvement is for additional right-of-way or an access easement to accommodate bikes.  It is expected that widening any roadway to accommodate only bicycle use will be prohibitively expensive, and would not happen unless it was part of a project to also improve vehicular conditions.  While most roads with this situation were made a low priority (Phase 3), Back River Neck Road was given a high priority (Phase One).  This is because there seemed to be some potential to use adjacent public properties and development parcels to create a side path. 

7. Aside from the planning effort being undertaken as part of the LBRN plan, the County has not undertaken any additional study of this potential.  The County will not pursue any trail proposal without input and support from the community. If the LBRN plan is adopted with specific recommendations regarding bicycle and pedestrian improvements, it will be viewed as a community-supported refinement to the Eastern County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan.  The advantage of having a trail identified in a local area plan is that it enables the County to acquire right-of-way, and sometimes physical improvements, through the development process with no cost to county taxpayers.  
8. Safety is a prime concern.  In the design of a trail, how people will access/exit the trail and potential road crossings will be considered and the most appropriate and safe practices implemented.  All construction will be in compliance with the AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials) guidelines for pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
The above information was collected by the sub-committee studying this issue for the 2009 Lower Back River Neck Community Action Plan.  You may see the 2009 LBRN plan on the planning page of a web-site located a www.hollyneck.org.  This information is posted on the web-site for informational purposes only as a service to the community.  The cycling/pedestrian information is found on page 25.  The recommendation of the LBRN Planning committee regarding this issue is found on page 25.  The sub-committee report on this topic, per the full committee instruction, has now become only research or reference material … it is not the recommendation.  The recommendation essentially is to support a bike path along Back River Neck road and the phase 1 status Back River Neck Road currently enjoys and all other road remain at phase 3 (low priority) or lower.  Read page 25 for more details  

 

